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John Gookin Letter : 
Buffalo, to Harriot [7] Gookin, 1814 Dec. 20. 
A68-224 


Buffalo, Dec. 20, 1814 
My Dear Sister, 


Henry Kirke White’s poem I have never had the pleasure of wading [reading?] out. I am astonished when you tell me you 
have not received a letter. [ have written two certainly if no more to you. It is strange what has become of them. I will 
however try another. 


As for your enlisting I should recommend it to you by all means if you can get under a good officer & one who has the 
cash to pay your bounty & is sure to be able to always furnish you good rations look out for that. 


You say you do not think I wish to live at home & seem disposed to doubt my word. If I should declare I did how much 
--- you may doubt it. I declare on the honor of a soldier it is the most fervent wish of my heart & what I am determined 
on at some future period should it please Providence to prolong my life. I received a letter from my dear Mother 
yesterday with yours. I shall write her soon. I hope she does not think as you do that I neglect her because my letters 
are not directed to her if I was wanting in affection either to my Father or Mother. I should consider myself guilty of the 
unpardonable sin for 1 do not believe there ever was a son who experienced more affection or received better advice 
from his parents thanI have from mine. I think it will be impossible for me to visit home this winter. Artillery 
officers are very much wanted but rest assured that I shall embrace the first favourable opportunity of visiting N.H. 
We are very pleasantly situated warm quarters plenty of wood “--- & English” & occasionally a sleigh ride & ball. I 
have a sleigh of my own & fourteen -- horses four of which take me over the ground quite---. I am not certain as that 
is a dictionary word & am too lazy to look or alter it. 


You must keep a good look out for me at home — & not let all the girls be taken from me give my double & twisted 
love to Miss Leavitt if she don’t think me too old & war worn. I care but little for the rest. Now I know just 
what you will say. 


Well I believe the old boy is -- our John “he never saw her but once in his life” what if I have not is it not 
precisely your --- to tumble neck & heels into love at first flush so I depend on wb€r pleading my case and being on my 
side through thick & thin without flattery. 1 don’t wish a more able advocate. 


We have no news — no hope of a battle this winter. 


Give my love to my Parents, Sisters and remember me to my friends. 
1 


Your ever affectionate brother, 
John 


Miss H. Gookin 


Buffalo 
Dec. 20 


Miss Harriot Gookin 
North Hampton 


New Hampshire 


To be left at the Post Office, Portsmouth 


